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California State University General Education (GE) Requirements for Transfer

Area A– Communication in the English Language and Critical Thinking:  9 units 
One course from each of the three areas for a total of 9.0 units.                                    Courses from other college or AP exam:
All courses must be completed with a grade of “C” or better. 

3A-1 Oral Communication - Speech 1, Speech 7

A-2 Written Communication - English 1A 3

A-3 Critical Thinking - English 1B, Philosophy 1, 12 3

Area B – Scientific Inquiry and Quantitative Reasoning:  9 units required      Courses from other college or AP exam:
One course from each of the three areas below.                                            
The Physical or Life Science course must include a lab.  Lab courses are noted with an * 

3B-1 Physical Science - Agriculture 17*; Astronomy 10, 11; Chemistry 1A*, 2*; Computer Electronics 
Technology 10; Environmental Science 12, 15; Geography 1; Geology 1*, 10, 15;  
Meteorology 1; Oceanography 10, 11*, 12;  Physical Science 10; Physics 10

B-2 Life Science - Agriculture 23*, Biology 1*, 3*, 8*, 15*, 20*; 
Environmental Science 10* 3

B-3 Laboratory Activity -  Lab courses are marked (*) and are included in B-1 and B-2

B-4 Mathematics/Quantitative Reasoning (Grade “C” or better) - Math 5, 15, 25, 30, 50A 3

Area C – Arts and Humanities:  9 units required                                                      Courses from other college or AP exam:
With at least one course from the Arts and one from the Humanities.  3

C-1 Arts: Art 1A, 1B, 2, 4, 17; Cinema 1, 2, 3; Drama 24;  Music 1, 10, 12, 14 3

C-2 Humanities: English 9, 10, 17, 18, 20, 22, 47, 60, 61; 
Environmental Science 11; French/German/Spanish 1A, 1B, 2A, 2B; Japanese 1A, 1B
Philosophy 10, 15, 20; Sign Language 4A, 4B (2007F) 2008S = Sign Language 1A, 1B

3

Area D – Social Sciences:  9 units required                                                             Courses from other college or AP exam:
3Complete one course: Political Science 10 

Complete one course: History 8, 9 3

Complete one course: 
          D-1 Anthropology and Archaeology - Anthropology 1, 2, 3, 5, 6
          D-2 Economics - Economics 1, 10, 20; Business 10
          D-3 Ethnic Studies - Native American Studies 1
          D-4 Gender Studies - Sociology 9
          D-5 Geography - Geography 2
          D-6 History - History 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 18, 20, 21, Economics 20, Native American Studies 21
          D-7 Interdisciplinary Social and Behavioral Science - Journalism 5
          D-8 Political Science, Government, and Legal Institutions - Political Science 1, 10, 12
          D-9 Psychology - Psychology 1, 30
          D-0 Sociology and Criminology - Administration of Justice 1; Sociology 1, 2, 5, 10	

3

Area E – Lifelong Learning and Self-Development:  3 units required              Courses from other college or AP exam:

Health Education 1;
Health Occupations 15; PE 66; Psychology 11, 33; Sociology 3, 33 3

Minimum CSU General Education Units Required 39

Major Requirements and Any Possible Electives 21

Minimum Units for Transfer 60

Maximum Units for Transfer 70

Students transferring to the California State University system will qualify for admission as upper division transfers if they have 
completed a minimum of 60 transferable units with a GPA of 2.0 (“C”) or better (non-residents 2.4 or better).  Within the 60 unit 
requirement, the 12 units in Area A, Area B-4 (mathematics), and 18 additional semester units of general education coursework must be 
completed with a grade of 2.0 or better in each course.  Students who complete the pattern above will have satisfied the lower division 
general education requirements for the California State University BA/BS degree.  A minimum of 9 semester units of general education 
coursework must be completed at the upper division level after transfer, although some CSU campuses require more than 9 units.  See a 
counselor for further information.Note: Courses listed under more than one discipline or area may be used only once to satisfy an area 
requirement.                                                                                                                                                                                                    July 2009
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  Area A:  Communications and Critical Thinking

  Area B:  Scientific Inquiry and Quantitative Reasoning

B2	 AG 23 	 Intro to Plant Science
B2	 BIOL 1 	 General Biology
B2	 BIOL 3 	 Fundamental Cell Biology
B2	 BIOL 8 	 Human Biology
B2	 BIOL 15 	 Marine Biology
B2	 BIOL 20 	 Natural History
B2	 ENVSC 10	 Intro to Environ. Science

B4	 MATH 5 	 Contemporary Mathematics
B4	 MATH 15 	 Elementary Statistics 
B4	 MATH 25 	 College Trigonometry
B4	 MATH 30 	 College Algebra
B4	 MATH 50A	 Differential Calculus

A1	 SPCH 1	 Public Speaking
A1	 SPCH 7	 Interpersonal Communication
A2	 ENGL 1A	 Analytical Reading & Writing

  Area C:  Arts and Humanities

C2	 ENGL 9	 Intro to Modern Literature
C2	 ENGL 10 	 Intro to Classical Literature

  Area D:  Social Sciences

D	 POLSC 10	 American Institutions 
D	 HIST 8	 U.S. History Through Reconstruction
D	 HIST 9 	 U.S. History Reconstruction to Present

D1	 ANTH 1 	 Physical Anthropology
D1	 ANTH 2 	 Intro to Archaeology
D1	 ANTH 3 	 Cultural Anthropology 
D1	 ANTH 6	 Forensic Anthropology
D2	 BUS 10 	 Intro to Business
D2	 ECON 1 	 Macroeconomics 
D2	 ECON 10 	 Microeconomics
D2	 ECON 20	 Economic History of U.S.
D3	 NAS 1	 Intro to Native American Studies
D4	 SOC 9	 Intro to Women’s Studies
D5	 GEOG 2 	 Cultural Geography
D6	 HIST 4 	 Western Civilization to 1600 
D6	 HIST 5 	 Western Civilization: 1600 - Present
D6	 HIST 7 	 History of Modern Asia

D6	 HIST 8	 U.S. History Through Reconstruction
D6	 HIST 9	 U.S. History Reconstruction to Present
D6	 HIST 11	 Hist. of Women in America Pre-Contact to 1877
D6	 HIST 12	 Hist. of Women in America: 1877 to Present
D6	 HIST 18	 History of California
D6	 HIST 20	 World History: Pre-History to 1500 AD
D6	 HIST 21	 World History: 1500 AD to Present
D6	 NAS 21	 Native American History
D6	 ECON 20	 Economic History of U.S.
D7	 JOURN 5	 Intro to Mass Commucication
D8	 POLSC 1 	 Contemporary Problems
D8	 POLSC 10	 American Institutions
D9	 PSYCH 1	 General Psychology
D9	 PSYCH 30 	 Social Psychology
D0	 SOC 1 	 Intro to Sociology
D0	 SOC 2 	 Social Problems
D0	 SOC 5 	 Intro to Race & Ethnic Relations
D0	 SOC 10 	 Family & Intimate Relationships
D0	 AJ 1 	 Intro to Administration of Justice 

  Area E:  Lifelong Learning and Self Development

HE 1 	 Health Education
HO 15 	 Nutrition
PE 66 	 Concepts of Physical Fitness & Exercise

PSYCH 11	 Life Span Development
PSYCH 33	 Personal Growth and Adjustment
SOC 3 	 Human Sexuality
SOC 33 	 Death & Dying:  Transition & Growth 

  California State University General Eduation (GE) Requirements for Transfer

A3	 ENGL 1B	 Critical Inquiry & Literature
A3	 PHIL 1	 Critical Thinking
A3	 PHIL 12	 Logic

(continued)
B1	 PHYSCI 10 	 Intro to Physical Science
B1	 PHYS 10 	 Intro to Physics

C1	 ART 1A	 Art History: Prehistory to Gothic
C1	 ART 1B	 Art History: Renaissance to Contemporary
C1	 ART 2 	 Intro to Art 
C1	 ART 4 	 Art Appreciation 
C1	 ART 17	 Basic Drawing
C1	 CINE 1	 Cinema History - Origins through the 
		  Coming of Sound
C1	 CINE 2	 Cinema History – Coming of Sound to the 
		  Present
C1	 CINE 3	 Cinemas of Latin America, Asia, Africa
C1	 DRAMA 24	 Intro to Theatre
C1	 MUS 1 	 Intro to Music
C1	 MUS 10 	 Music in History
C1	 MUS 12 	 American Popular Music
C1	 MUS 14 	 World Music

B1	 AG 17	  Intro to Soils
B1	 ASTRO 10	 Intro to Astronomy 
B1	 ASTRO 11	 Solar System & Space Exploration
B1	 CET 10 	 Survey of Electronics 
B1	 CHEM 1A 	 General Chemistry
B1	 CHEM 2 	 Intro to Chemistry 
B1	 ENVSC 12	 Earth’s Changing Climate
B1	 ENVSC 15 	 Intro to Energy
B1	 GEOG 1 	 Intro to Physical Geography
B1	 GEOL 1 	 Physical Geology
B1	 GEOL 10 	 Environmental Geology
B1	 GEOL 15	 Earthquakes & Plate Tectonics
B1	 METEO 1 	 Intro to Meteorology
B1	 OCEAN 10 	 Intro to Oceanography
B1	 OCEAN 11 	 Lab in Oceanography
B1	 OCEAN 12 	 Environmental Oceanography

(continued) 
C2	 ENGL 17	 American Lit.: Beginning to Civil War
C2	 ENGL 18	 American Lit.: Civil War-WWII
C2	 ENGL 20 	 Intro to Non-Western Lit.
C2	 ENGL 22  	 Greek Mythology
C2	 ENGL 47 	 Intro to Shakespeare
C2	 ENGL 60	 Intro to British Lit.: Beginning to 18th
C2	 ENGL 61	 Intro to British Lit.: Romanticism to 
		  the Present
C2	 ENVSC 11 	 Environmental Ethics
C2	 FRNC 1-2A/1-2B	 Elementary French/Inter. French
C2	 GERM 1-2A/1-2B	 Elementary German/Inter. German
C2	 JPN 1A, 1B	 Elementary Japanese
C2	 PHIL 10 	 Intro to Philosophy
C2	 PHIL 15 	 Religions of the World
C2	 PHIL 20	 Ethics
C2	 *SNLAN 1A & 1B	 Elementary American Sign Language
C2	 *Note: 2008S = SNLN 1A, 1B
C2	 SPAN 1-2A/1-2B	 Elementary Spanish/Inter. Span 


